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dialects mixen), dunghill'; rihtan; wircan (OS. wirkian), to
work. The i then became I by loss of intervocalic h and con-
traction in Nth., as sis(t) from *sihis, WS. siehst, tJiou seest]
sij> from *sihif>, WS. siehf, he sees.
3. io in the combination wio became u at an early period in
Anglian, and then u became y by i-umlaut, as wyrresta, worst \
wyrsa, worse; wyrsian, to worsen; wyrfe, worthy.
§ 10°- LbecameJ.0 by u-, o/a-umlaut in Ken. before^ all
single consonants, in Anglian before all single consonants
except gutturals (c, g), and in WS. before single labials and
liquids. But already at an early period (ninth century) the
io became eo in WS. and Mercian,
§ 1O1. i, u-umlaut.
Pret. cliopude, -ode, beside inf. clipian, to call] cliopung,
calling} mioluc, miolc (later mile), milk] sioluc, silk]
siolufr, siolfor, silver] pret. tioltide, -ode, beside inf.
tilian, to aim at; tiolung, produce, labour. Anglian and
Ken. liomu, leomu, limbs; nio)>or (WS. nif»or), lower]
siodu (WS. sidu), custom ] sionu (WS. sinu), sinew.
Ken. siocol, sickle; stiogpl, stile = WS. and Anglian
sicol, stigoL Forms like liomu, niof>or, which are occa-
sionally found in WS. prose, are not pure WS.
note.—r. u-umlaut was mostly obliterated in WS, by levelling
and new formations, as plural cliftt, cliffs; scipu, ships (Anglian
cliofu, sciopu), due to levelling out the stem-forms of those
cases which had no u in the ending. Pret. plural drifun, -od,
they drove; gripun, -on, they seized, due to preterites like biton,
they bit\ stigon, they ascended. Pret. tilode beside tiolode, he
aimed at} formed direct from the inf. tilian. And conversely
forms like inf. cliopian (cleopian), tiolian (teolian), were
formed from the pret. cliopode, tiolode.
• a. io became i in Anglian before 1 +guttural, as mile from
miolc, older mioluc, milk.
§1O2. 2. o/a-umlaut.
hiora, heora, their, of them; liofast, thou livest.   Anglian
and Ken, behionan, on this side of] glioda, kite, vulture;

